
Moore Middle School 
7th Grade Social Studies with Mr. Petersen 

Room Number: G-4 
School Phone Number: (909) 307-5440 

E-mail Address: scott_petersen@redlands.k12.ca.us 
 

 
Welcome to 7th grade Social Studies! I am looking forward to an exciting year of investing in your child’s life as we strive to achieve 
academic and personal excellence. As we look to your child’s second year of middle school, be prepared for some challenging 
experiences, but also several opportunities for growth, learning, and fun. Success in 7th grade Social Studies is going to be in direct 
correlation to our dedication and hard work. 
 
Course Description 
Seventh grade Social Studies students study the social, cultural, and technological changes that occurred in Europe, Africa, Asia, the 
Middle East, and the Americas in the years A.D. 500-1789. Students study the history and geography of great civilizations that were 
developing throughout the world during medieval and early modern times. They examine the growing economic interactions among 
civilizations as well as the exchange of ideas, beliefs, technologies, and commodities. Additionally, students will learn about the 
resulting growth of Enlightenment philosophy and the new examination of the concepts of reason and authority, the natural rights of 
human beings and the divine right of kings, experimentalism in science, and the dogma of belief. Finally, students assess the political 
forces let loose by the Enlightenment, particularly the rise of democratic ideas, and they learn about the continuing influence of these 
ideas in the world today. 
 
Course Standards 
7.1: Students analyze the causes and effects of the vast expansion and ultimate disintegration of the Roman Empire. 
7.2: Students analyze the geographic, political, economic, religious, and social structures of the civilizations of Islam in the Middle 
Ages. 
7.3:  Students analyze the geographic, political, economic, religious, and social structures of the civilizations of China in the Middle 
Ages. 
7.4:  Students analyze the geographic, political, economic, religious, and social structures of sub-Saharan civilizations in the Middle 
Ages. 
7.5:  Students analyze the geographic, political, economic, religious, and social structures of the civilizations of Medieval Japan. 
7.6:  Students analyze the geographic, political, economic, religious, and social structures of the civilizations of Medieval Europe. 
7.7: Students compare and contrast the geographic, political, economic, religious, and social structures of the Meso-American and 
Andean civilizations. 
7.8: Students analyze the origins, accomplishments, and geographic diffusion of the Renaissance. 
7.9: Students analyze the historical developments of the Reformation. 
7.10: Students analyze the historical development of the Scientific Revolution and its lasting effect on religious, political, and cultural 
institutions. 
7.11: Students analyze political and economic change in the sixteenth, seventeenth, and eighteenth centuries (the Age of Exploration, 
the Enlightenment, and Mesoamerica).  
 
Supplies  
Agenda  
Pencils (at least two)  
Lined paper  
Colored Pencils (for maps and projects) 
Highlighter  
Google Classroom Account (provided by RUSD) * 
 
*See “Computers” section below 
 
Computers 
Our class has a 1:1 ration of students to Chromebooks. Due to the importance of being a digitally responsible student, I have created a 
separate technology contract which outlines my expectations and the consequences if a student misuses a Chromebook. I will review 
my expectations as we near the day that Chromebooks are used for the first time (typically during the 4th week of class). 

 
 
 
 
 



Homework 
Homework will occasionally be assigned in order to reinforce and enhance content mastery. Assignments will be posted on the 
in-class agendas. It is expected that all students bring and fill out their agendas each day. Organization and effective time management 
are essential to success in this class.  
 
Assessments 
Quizzes and tests are created by both myself and the social studies department at Moore. Quizzes may or may not be announced and 
will cover the content in an immediate manner. Examples of quizzes include multiple choice questions, short answer responses, fill in 
the blank, questions based off of maps, cloze reading sections, crosswords, online assessments (Google forms, Quizlet, Kahoot, etc.), 
and other methods. Tests will always be announced and will occur towards the end of each unit of study. Many, if not all, tests will 
include a section of writing. 
 
 
Make Up Work if Absent 
If a student is absent, he/she will be given one day per day absent, plus one day, in which to make up assignments that were missed. 
Students will have access to the week’s agenda to determine what she/he missed while being absent. Additionally, students will select 
a “study buddy” to help explain exactly what she/he missed. Any missed worksheets or handouts can be obtained from me upon the 
student’s return to class. A missed quiz or test must be made up within one week (7 days) of the student’s return to class. It is 
important to note that the responsibility of gathering missing work due to an absence lies with the student. It is also important to note 
that your student needs to be proactive if she/he is in need of making up a quiz or test due to an absence. I will be available for make 
up quizzes/exams during lunch Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays or by appointment before or after school. Previously assigned 
long-term assignments will not receive a deadline extension. Any assignment which is assigned a week or more before its due date is 
considered a long-term assignment. These types of assignments will be due immediately upon the student's return to class. I advise 
contacting admissions or myself to request homework if your student will be absent for an extended period of time.  
 
Late assignments 
In an ideal world, students would turn in all their assignments before or on the due date. However, I understand that sometimes things 
do not go quite as planned. Assignments can be turned in up to one week after the original due date for up to 50% of the original 
points. Due dates are clearly posted in the gradebook in Aeries and will be used to determine the due date of late assignments. 
Assignments will not be accepted for credit after this 7 day grace period. All late work will be turned into a separate inbox and date 
stamped to ensure accuracy. Please allow for a week after late work has been turned in for it to be reflected in the student’s grade. 
 
Graded Assignments 
All graded assignments will be returned to the students. Once again, it is the responsibility of each student to make sure their grade in 
Aeries is the same as the grade on their assignment. Often students quickly rid of the returned work before checking Aeries. I have 
advised all students to check their grade in Aeries before ridding of their homework. It is my goal to input grades with 100% accuracy 
but I understand that errors can occur.  If a student suspects that an error in grading has occurred, I ask that the student meets me 
before/after school or at lunch to discuss. Part of the discussion will consist of me asking the student to show me her/his homework 
with the correct score.  
My goal is to grade and update Aeries as quickly as possible. With that thought in mind, I attempt to grade, input, and return 
assignments within one week of the due date. For example, if an assignment is due on Friday, August 24th, that assignment’s grade 
will be reflected in Aeries on or before Friday, August 31st.  
 
Student Help and Intervention 
Students may request an appointment with me for extra help on assignments, review, one-on-one help, quiz/test revision or make-up, 
or if she/he just needs a quiet place to study. My weekly availability will be posted on the agenda and discussed in class. I prefer 
students taking the responsibility to contact me to make an appointment for help. If you, the parent, would like to contact me, feel free 
to email or call using the information printed at the top of this syllabus.  
 
Expectations 
In order to ensure a safe and successful learning environment, all students are expected to follow the Moore Middle School, Redlands 
Unified School District, and classroom expectations. Failure to do so will result in a variety of consequences. The three terms that are 
the driving force behind the students and staff at Moore are Effort, Kindness, and Respect.  

 
Classroom Expectations 

1. Be in your seat when the bell ring…ready (pencils sharpened, sitting in chair, etc.) to begin class with agenda and work 
(interactive notebook, map, project, etc.) out and backpack under your desk. 

2. Be prepared to learn everyday…with your agenda, notebook, paper, pens/pencils, textbooks, and homework. 
3. Remain in your seat…until the teacher gives you permission to do otherwise. 
4. Keep it clean…your language, the inside of your backpack, your work, and the classroom. 



5. Remain quiet when someone else is talking…raise your hand if you have something to say and respect other people’s 
opinions and their right to voice them, as well as my willingness to ensure your success. 

6. No food, drinks, gum, or candy…allowed in the classroom at anytime with the exception of water bottles. 
7. No cell phone disruptions…in the classroom. Cell phones must not be seen or heard in the classroom. If a cell phone is seen 

or heard in the classroom, it will be confiscated and taken to the administration office for the remainder of the day. A parent 
or guardian will need to retrieve the cell phone after school.  

 
Benefits may include, but are not limited to, an improved opportunity to learn, personal integrity, satisfaction for a job well done, 
positive phone calls, emails, and notes home, no/late homework pass, and raffle tickets.  
 
Consequences may include, but are not limited to, verbal warnings, parent contact, behavior reflection worksheet, time-out from class, 
alternative individual assignment, a referral to administration, and classroom suspensions.  
My classroom practices progressive discipline and all problematic behavior is documented on a “strike sheet.” Once a student gets 
two “strikes,” action begins. This action may include, but is not limited to, a change of seats, a one-on-one conference, and lunch 
and/or after school detention. After a third “strike,” a phone call home to discuss classroom behavior will occur. At this point, I will 
suggest and encourage a parent/teacher conference with the student present. If problematic behavior continues after a parent/teacher 
conference, a discipline referral to the administration office will be issued. I firmly believe that if there is open and effective 
communication between myself, the student, and you as the parent/guardian, your child/student will have an opportunity to succeed in 
my class. 
 
Academic Dishonesty 
Academic dishonesty on any assignment will result in a zero. The following situations are considered academic dishonesty: 

⋅ Sharing answers to an assessment or assignment verbally, written, or electronically when the assignment is issued as 
“individual work.”  

⋅ Plagiarizing 
o Turning in work as your own that was completed by someone other than yourself. 
o Copying work from the internet, another student, or any other source without citing the source. 
o Without giving credit, copying so many words or ideas from a source that it makes up the majority of your work. 

*Note: if your child/student is uncertain how to cite, please have your child/student set up a conference with me. I will be glad to 
clarify.. 
 
 Grading 
Grading is done on a point system.  All assignments, quizzes, tests, and projects will be given a specific number of points. Directions 
for each assignment will be discussed in detail. Points associate with each assignment will also be discussed in detail. Grading rubrics 
will be given for many assignments to clarify how points are earned. Below is a representation of the grading scale for my class: 
 

Grade Percentage Grade Percentage Grade Percentage Grade Percentage Grade Percentage 
A 100%  B+ 88-89% C+ 78-79%  D+ 68-69% F 59% and below 
A 94-99%    B 84-87%    C 74-77%     D 64-67% 
A- 90-93% B- 80-83% C- 70-73% D- 60-63% 
 

Mark Citizenship (may meet all or some of the following) Work Habits (may meet all or some of the following) 
O Self-starter, self-motivated, consistently on-task, 

courteous of others, polite, helpful  
Very few missing assignments, consistent participation in class 
discussions, puts forth exceptional effort 

S Usually on-task, no behavior reflections Few missing assignments, usually participates in class 
discussions 

N Multiple on-task reminders, behavior reflection, 
talkative, distractive, misuse of time 

Multiple missing assignments, little class participation, misuse 
of class time, disorganized, sometimes not prepared 

U Many on-task reminders, multiple behavior reflections, 
referral to administration, disruptive, disrespectful 

Many missing assignments, refuses to participate in class 
discussions, usually not prepared 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
AERIES Parent Portal 
The growth of technology has made communication between parents and teachers easier than ever before. Student’s grades can be 
monitored online through Parent Portal (https://parents.redlandsusd.net/). Please contact the administration office if you need login 
information. I highly recommend that parents/guardians monitor, on a weekly basis, your child/student’s progress via AERIES. 
 

Please return this sheet to Mr. Petersen no later than Monday, August 12, 2019.  
 

**Parents/Guardians** Please read through this syllabus with your child, noting all the important information. I will discuss in class as 
well. If you have any questions, comments, or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me. I am here to partner with you to help 
your child/student succeed. Please sign, date, and add any/all contact information below. Thank you!  
 
 

I have read, understand, and agree to Mr. Petersen’s classroom policies, procedures, and expectations. 
 
 
________________________________ _______________________________________ 
Student Name Student Signature 
  
________________________________ _______________________________________ 
Parent(s) Name(s)  Parent(s) Signature(s) 
 
 
Contact Information 
 
Contact name: ______________________________             Contact name: ______________________________ 
Contact name: ______________________________             Contact name: ______________________________ 
Phone number: _______________________________          Alternate phone number:_______________________ 
Email:________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Additional information that I should know:_________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
“Sweet Treats” Reward Permission Slip 

 
Parents/Guardians: 
 
My reward system can be broken down into three categories: 
 
(1) Stickers, verbal praise, and positive phone calls home.  
(2) “Free” passes on homework, video notes, quizzes, and/or other classroom assignments.  
(3) Various “treats” including “sweet treats” for correct answers, positive test scores, positive interaction during group time, and team 
wins (if we are playing a competitive academic game). 
 
The “treats” or  “sweet treats” include pizza, ice cream, “fun-sized” candies, cookies, cupcakes, and/or donuts. Please be aware that 
the “treats” and/or “sweet treats” are only given occasionally (rather than on  a regular basis). If your child/student has any dietary 
issues such as diabetes, allergies, or you simply prefer she/he does not have extra “treats” or “sweet treats,” please check the 
appropriate box below. In years past, parents have provided a sugar-free candy with a note to me (for example, if you child/student is 
diabetic). This allows your child/student to participate in all three of my reward categories. Your child/student will be given the 
specific candy and other students will be unaware of the difference. This helps your child/student not feel singled out. Please check the 
box of your preference below and sign so that I can proceed accordingly. 
 

 I give permission for my child/student to take part in “Sweet Treat” reward opportunities throughout the school year. 
 

 I would prefer my child DOES NOT take part in “Sweet Treat” reward opportunities throughout the school year. Instead, please 
give her/him extra credit or another award at these times. 



 
 My child may take part in “Sweet Treat” reward opportunities throughout the school year, however, I would like to provide my own 

sugar-free or other type of candy treat due to personal or dietary reasons. I will send those “Sweet Treats” to school with my 
child/student as soon as possible. 
 
Parent/Guardian Signature: __________________________________________________Date:_____________________________ 


